Respite care: a new social program for children at risk.
A working definition and general overviews of the concept of respite care are provided, along with the value of such temporary care for the multitudes of children who suffer abuse and neglect (2.2 million in 1988). Existing programs are identified, with the scope of their services and number of clients discussed. The pediatric dentist is advised to become aware of such programs to offer assistance to families dealing with the stresses of caring for children with special needs.